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We’d love to hear what you’re doing with your girls!
Send us an email or post on Facebook! Feel free to contact marcomm@gssef.org with comments, pictures
or ideas. All of the Linking Leaders issues are archived on the Training page for easy reference.
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SPOTLIGHTS

JESSICA CATRICALA
Jessica is the troop leader for Troop 14302 and the Service Unit
Volunteer Manager for Sunflower Service Unit. Girl Scouts has
always been a huge part of Jessica’s life. She started as a Daisy
and went all the way through high school as an Ambassador.
Her mom was the Troop Leader and Jessica met some of her
best friends, still to this day, during her years as a Girl Scout.
She always knew that she would be a Girl Scout leader, so as
soon as her goddaughter became old enough to be a Daisy,
Jessica signed her up and created a troop. There are so many
things that Jessica has learned and remembered from her
years in Girl Scouts, but the most important is girl power!
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PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE
MALL MADNESS
Get ready to rock the mall with us on February 23!
Mall Madness is back and we are ready to rock and roll with you all night long!
You’ll get to shop ‘till you drop at this overnight lock-in at the Pembroke Lakes Mall,
as well as take a walk down the red carpet, get your face painted, dance the night
away with our DJ, and even channel your inner rock legend while battling your
fellow Girl Scouts to achieve Hall of Fame status in a Battle of the Bands! We are
encouraging girls to come dressed as their favorite rock stars to add to the fun - be
the best dressed to win our costume contest!
Registration will open on December 3 at 10 a.m. for the VIP group and at 11 a.m. for
General Admission.
Leaders, make sure you know your MyGS password and all your girl and adult members
are registered so no one misses out! Last year’s VIP group sold out almost instantly with a
record time of only 4 minutes!
More details coming soon. Keep checking your email inbox and our Facebook
page for more information as it becomes available!

#BE HEALTHFUL
Registration is now open for this educational program focusing on creating healthy
girls and healthy futures presented by Baptist Health South Florida.
Have your troop spend a jam-packed day with us filled with hands-on activities
that will provide girls with the necessary tools to build healthier minds, bodies
and spirits. All participants will earn their specific grade-level badge and a Strong
Girls Healthy Kids patch in sessions led by Baptist Health South Florida’s team of
healthcare professionals!
For Daisies, Brownies and Juniors - $18.00 per girl, $5.00 per adult
Register Today
For more information, contact Lisa Poe lpoe@gssef.org.

WE HEART WELAKA
What makes Camp Welaka unique and special? Sign up to join us on December 1
for We Heart Welaka and see for yourself! With canoeing, hiking, archery, exploring
a mangrove forest on the catwalk, and so much more, there is an adventure
waiting for everyone at camp. From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., you will have the chance to
experience all that Camp Welaka has to offer at your own pace. Even if you have
already made lasting memories at camp, we hope you will join us to create even
more during this fun-filled, jam-packed day!
Cost is $18 per person (girl or adult). Registration is open to registered Girl Scouts
of all grade levels and registered adult members.
Please note that girls under the age of 8 years old are unable to participate in
archery due to safety reasons. However, there will be activities available that will
allow them to practice their archery skills!
Register Today
Questions? Contact Gracyn Boss at gboss@gssef.org.

DESTINATIONS 2019- 2020
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DESTINATIONS 2019-2020
Girl Scout Destinations are the ultimate adventure for individual girls ages
11 and older! With different trips every year, there’s something amazing for
everyone. Pack your bags full of life-changing experiences and make friends
from all over the country as you travel with Girl Scouts from different states.
Explore what Destinations have to offer! To apply, visit the new online
application.
The deadline to submit your online application is December 1, 2018. For
questions or more information, contact Mica Minor at mminor@gssef.org.

FALL PRODUCT PROGRAM
Online ordering for the Fall Product Program is still available, even though
the Girl Direct Sale and the Girl Delivery Portal have now closed. The online
program will continue through November 23, so you and your troop can
still make BANK! Secure those start-up funds for all the fun projects and
activities you have planned for the year by using the UNIFY SYSTEM, and
help your girls reach their goal!
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Troop fall product delivery will occur on November 9-12. Please contact
your Service Unit Fall Product Program Manager to determine exact delivery
and time of pick-up assigned to you.
Payment for product received will be withdrawn from the troop’s bank
account on November 28. Funds must be deposited by November 26 to
avoid further issues.
TOP SELLER announcements will be sent on or before December 5. All
troops must to be in good financial standing for girls to participate and
receive any Girl Rewards.
Check out our website for more information.

S.M.A.R.T. COOKIE
Get S.M.A.R.T. (Savvy, Motivated, Artistic, Responsible, Technical) on
Saturday, January 12. Save the date to join us at S.M.A.R.T. Cookie, an expostyle event that will help you take your 2019 Cookie Sale to the next level!
More information coming soon – stay tuned!
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GREEN GRAPEVINE
Dear Green Grapevine- I’ve heard that a girl must participate in the council product sales
if she wishes to pursue a Girl Scout High Award. Is this true? Sincerely - Rose Nylund
Thanks for your question Rose, we’re happy to clarify! Girls are not required to
participate in the council-sponsored product sales in order to be eligible to earn a
high award. Participation in the product sales is always voluntary.
Sometimes a high award project requires financial support; in this case, a girl or
troop may complete a money-earning activity request. The guideline for moneyearning activity approval requires participation in the two most recent product sales.
Girls and troops may also accept in-kind and financial donations to their projects,
provided they follow the guidelines established in the GSSEF Volunteer Policies and
Procedures.

Keep in mind that there are many Girl Scout High Award projects that don’t need any
supplemental funding and you shouldn’t assume that girls will need lots of money to create a powerful project.
We encourage any girl pursuing a Girl Scout High Award to familiarize themselves with the requirements
surrounding additional funding and the necessary paperwork that must be submitted when designing their
projects.
The Volunteer Policies and Procedures and required donation forms can be found on the forms section of
the GSSEF website. Should you, or a girl pursuing a Girl Scout High Award, have additional questions, please
email us at customercare@gssef.org.

TROOP CAMP TRAINING
October’s Troop Camp Training was a great way for new and returning
Troop Leaders to jump into the new Girl Scout Year head first! Volunteers
spent the day out at Camp Welaka learning all about the property, how
to prepare for their troop’s first camping trip, and bonding with other
leaders. Volunteers made a classic foil pack lunch including hoagies with
sausage, peppers and onions (yum!), and took part in the three matches
or less fire building challenge.
For more opportunities like this one, check out the activities event
listings page on our website and look for the “Volunteer Training” icon.

FALL PRODUCT RALLY PATCHES
Did your troop participate in one of the many Fall Product Program Rallies
last month? The Fall Product Rally patches are on their way to a Service
Unit near you! We have started to pack-up and bundle the patches and
we will be delivering almost 700 of them to girls that attended either a
local rally or our super popular online program. The patches will be sent
to Service Units, where troop leaders will be able to pick them up and
award them at their troop’s next Court of Awards. Good job, Girl Scouts!
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TROOP BANKING INFORMATION
Did you know that if you are a new troop you have
to fill out the ACH Authorization form?
This form was due Oct 1, but we understand
that new troops continue to form, and some
experienced troops may have changed their
banking information. Therefore, the Authorization
form is still open and available.
In addition to the authorization form, all troops
new to the system who have not participated in
last year’s cookie sale OR troops whose banking
information has changed since last year’s Cookie Program need to update their banking information in the
UNIFY SYSTEM.
The process is simple…As the Troop Leader you must log into UNIFY and navigate to the top left menu where you
will follow this path: Financials > Troop Bank > Add Troop Bank. You will get the screen above where you can verify
or add your troop banking information.
This window will remain open until November 15, in preparation for the payment pull during Thanksgiving break.
Help us plan for a fast Girl Reward ordering process by having your troop’s financial information correctly uploaded
into the system ontime.
Questions? Please email customercare@gssef.org and use the subject “Fall Product Program” for faster results!

ONLINE VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION CLASSES
Take the first step in your leadership experience by getting informed of the policies and procedures for Girl
Scouts of Southeast Florida. The Volunteer Essentials class covers key policies, procedures and accountabilities,
provides information on setting up your bank account and connects you with resources available to you as a new
leader. Any adult member or volunteer is invited to attend; however, this orientation training is required for all
new troop leaders. Cost: FREE
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.
Click on a link below to register for the session of your choice:
Wednesday, November 7 from 7:00 - 8:15 p.m.
Wednesday, November 14 from 7:00 - 8:15 p.m.
Tuesday, November 27 from 7:00 - 8:15 p.m.
Additional volunteer training opportunities can be found on our Events Calendar
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COUNCILS OWN BADGES
Council’s Own Badges are unique to each Girl Scout council and are a wonderful way
for Girl Scouts to explore interests and activities beyond the National Program Portfolio.
Troops and individual girls can choose to enhance their Girl Scout experience by
participating in these unique programs, each with grade-level specific activities. Below
is a list of all the Council’s Own Badge programs offered by Girl Scouts of Southeast
Florida. The entire curriculum has recently been updated and many have newly designed
badges to earn. Check them out and start planning with your troop!
Butterflies - Girls learn about the types of butterflies, their life cycle and migration
habits.
Camp Welaka Then & Now - The purpose of this program is to educate Girl Scouts
about the history of Camp Welaka and to encourage exploration of the camp property.
Fashion - A program designed for Daisy, Brownie, and Junior level Girl Scouts focusing
on the history of clothing, the current fashion industry and modeling.
Florida History - Girls will learn about the state of Florida as they become more familiar
with the areas in which they live; at the county level, in the Girl Scout council area, and
the entire state of Florida.
Girl Scouts Love Sea Turtles - A program designed for all Girl Scout levels spotlighting
sea turtles and their importance to our ocean’s ecosystem. By completing this patch,
girls will discover the types of sea turtles, their habitats and daily survival.
Hispanic American Culture - Girls uncover the origins of Hispanic culture by learning
its history, traditions, food, games and influential people and promote cultural diversity
in our community.
Izzy the Inchworm - A way to recognize a Girl Scout’s hourly achievements in service.
Leatherwork - This program highlights different types of leathers, the tools used and
the various finishing techniques. Girls learn the history of leather, products currently
manufactured and the environmental impacts.
Lighthouse - The purpose of this program is to educate Girl Scouts about the history
of lighthouses. In addition, girls will discover the importance of the restoration and
preservation efforts of lighthouses.
Marksmanship - Develop your knowledge of firearm safety and your marksmanship
skills and take aim at both stationary and moving targets in a safe, clean, and
girl-friendly environment.
Storm Ready - Girls gain knowledge in emergency preparedness for the natural
disasters they may encounter in our area.
Head to our website for more information about specific badge requirements.
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IN STORE ART TO WEAR
Red, white, and blue - we want to spend this Veteran’s Day with YOU!
Join this hands-on creative activity for kids 5-18 inside our fantastic NEW Broward
Retail Store on Monday, November 12. Price of $9.00 includes the guided activity with
all the supplies provided. This shirt will surely show your patriotism and creativity.
Currently registered Girl Scouts get the “Art to Wear” patch, too!
New girls can join Girl Scouts on-site for the annual membership fee of $40.00 and we will
refund the pre-paid activity cost of $9.00 in the form of a Retail Store Gift Card.
P.S - Parents, there’s NO SCHOOL this day! Keep in mind, adults should plan to stay
in-store with kids; this isn’t a drop off activity.
Register for the morning session from 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Register for the afternoon session from 2:30 - 4 p.m.
Our Broward County Retail Store is located at 7413 NW 57th Street, Tamarac, FL 33319.

IN STORE GINGERBREAD HOUSE COMPETITION

Raise the roof for the first annual GSSEF In-Store Gingerbread House Decorating
Competition for Brownies and Juniors! On Monday, November 19 girls will get
creative with this classic confection as teams collaborate and decorate for
bragging rights - and prizes, too! Price is $7 per girl and just a reminder, there is
NO SCHOOL this day!
Register for the morning session from 10 – 11:30 a.m.
Register for the afternoon session from 1:30 - 3 p.m.
This event takes place in our Palm Beach County Retail Store located at 1232 W.
Indiantown Road, Suite 105, Jupiter, FL 33458.

STEP TO IT AND SOCK IT TO ‘EM!

Join us on December 1 for this hands-on creative activity for kids ages 5 - 12 inside
our fantastic GSSEF Retail Stores! Price of $4.00 each includes the guided activity
with all the supplies provided to make a spectacular sock puppet.
Have the chance to meet other kids and plan you own puppet show, too! Currently
registered Girl Scouts will get the “Puppet Show” patch! Keep in mind, adults
should plan to stay in-store with kids; this is not a drop-off activity.
Girls who are not currently registered can join Girl Scouts on-site for the annual
membership dues of $40.00. New girls will then get the “Puppet Show” AND the “I
Am a G.I.R.L. Scout” patches!
Palm Beach Retail Store from 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Broward Retail Store from 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

BACK TO TROOP COUPON
Did you earn a $10 Back to Troop coupon? If so, now is the time to redeem the
coupon on your next purchase in the retail store. It is good on any item in the
store. No exclusions, except gift cards. Come shop November 1 to November 20
and don’t forget your coupon! SHH… we will let you in on a little secret… because
the stores will be closed November 1 we are extending the redemption time - you
now have till November 29!
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STEM BADGES NOW AVAILABLE

YOUR GIRL SCOUT ADVENTURE
BEGINS NOW!
You’ve taken that first step to become a Girl Scout. Now what?
Visit either of our retail stores in Palm Beach or Broward to get all
of the essentials you will need in a handy-dandy starter kit. You’ll
have everything required to dive right into this new adventure as
a Girl Scout!
Learn how you can get a FREE bag with your purchase!

DON’T FORGET YOUR DAISY DOLLARS
Next time you shop at either of our Retail Stores be sure to pick up
a Daisy Dollars punch card. These nifty new additions are our way
of giving back to our frequent shoppers! For every $10 you spend
you will get a punch on the card (up to two punches per purchase,
per day) that will lead to $10 off in store for a fully punched card.
Restrictions apply, for use in store only.
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DBeach County Retail Store
GSSEF Pop-Up Shop – Broward County
Palm
OUR RETAIL STORES

1232 West Indiantown Road Suite 105
Jupiter, Fl 33458
Phone: 561.427.0197
councilshop@gssef.org

7403 NW 57th Street
Tamarac, FL 33321
Phone: 954.739.7661
councilshop@gssef.org

Hours:
Monday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Tuesday: 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Wednesday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
1st and 3rd Saturdays: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Closed Friday and Sunday

Hours:
Monday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Tuesday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Wednesday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
1st and 3rd Saturdays: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Closed Friday and Sunday
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