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We’d love to hear what you’re doing with your girls!
Send us an email or post on Facebook! Feel free to contact marcomm@gssef.org with comments, pictures
or ideas. All of the Linking Leaders issues are archived on the Training page for easy reference.
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SPOTLIGHTS

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Angela Barnard is the new Service Unit
Manager for the Luna Service Unit located in
Boca Raton, where she lives with her husband,
Lee, and their two children: Stephanie, a Girl
Scout Ambassador, and Michael, a college
student. Angela and her husband own and
run an electronic security company.
As a child, Angela was a Girl Scout on the
Brownie and Junior levels with the Palm
Glades Council. She continued the Girl
Scout tradition when she registered her
daughter as a Daisy. After a year, the leader of the troop stepped down and Angela took over the role. Angela
and her co-leader, Dina, have been leading the troop for eleven years! As leaders, Angela and Dina complement
each other well, with Angela loving the outdoors and Dina being a great crafts person. Angela’s favorite thing
about being a leader is helping the girls try something new for the first time and watching them find their
passions. She loves to take the troop camping and zip lining.
In her spare time, Angela is a member of the Women’s Chamber of Commerce of Palm Beach County, in which
she served as a past President of the organization. She loves the outdoors and anything by, in, or on the ocean.
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PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE
FALL INTO GIRL SCOUTING
Girl Scouts, Leaders, families and friends are all welcome to
join us as we get back to troop for a fun afternoon of all
things Girl Scout! Fall into Girl Scouting September 22
from 2-5 p.m. and experience what it really means to be
a part of Girl Scouts of Southeast Florida…
This event is for Girl Scout newbies, veterans and
everyone in between. From singing songs to making
SWAPS, you will be able to test your knowledge on
Girl Scout History, Juliette Gordon Low, High Awards,
Destinations, and all the amazing outdoor opportunities
available just for Girl Scouts! Girls that complete all activities in
the GSSEF Scavenger Hunt will earn a program patch and qualify
for special prize drawings.
Keep in mind that this event is open to everyone! Troop leaders and parents, come discover all of the
opportunities awaiting your girls in this fantastic organization. Any non-member girl who joins Girls Scouts
at the event will receive an event patch, Girl Scout patch and a $5 gift card to the Retail Store! Price to
attend is $8.00 per girl and $5.00 per adult.
Are you ready to get back to troop? Register Now!
Questions? Contact Lisa Poe at lpoe@gssef.org or 224.636.6816

ULTIMATE STEM DAY
Join us on Saturday, October 13 for Ultimate STEM Day presented
by Ultimate Software. This will be a STEM-azing day of innovation,
imagination, and inspiration where Girl Scouts will participate in
fun, hands-on activities led by Ultimate Software experts. Girls
will explore the wonders and magic of science, technology,
engineering, and math - all while earning components of the NEW
Girl Scout STEM badges!
Did you know? After participating in a Girl Scout STEM program, girls become
significantly more interested in having a STEM career than they are before the program.
Stay tuned for more information about this opportunity and to register your Girl Scout!
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PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE

FALL SERVICE PROJECT STARTING THIS OCTOBER!
Are you an Earth Defender?! If so, you don’t want to miss out on
participating in this year’s fall council-wide service project. School has
officially started and while you are getting back to troop - this is a great
time to discuss with your Girl Scouts how they want to get involved and
help to make the world a better... and greener place!
Do your girls care most about water quality? Saving electricity? Eliminating
single-use plastics? Animals? What you do is up to you! Keep an eye out
for more information in upcoming newsletters and on the GSSEF social
media pages.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE FALL PRODUCT PROGRAM
The 2018 GSSEF Fall Product Sale runs September 28 – November 23. There are
several easy ways to participate. Troops can earn proceeds to jump start the year and
girls can earn some dog-gone good rewards for themselves. Help your girls set some
goals and Lead the Way!
After your Service Unit and Troop Training, girls may begin setting up their online store and start reaching
out to friends and family. This year there is a brand NEW option where customers can buy online and select
girl delivery!
September 28: Girls can start taking orders using their paper order card.
October 15-21: You set the deadline date when your troop has to enter their
orders and give you back their order cards for verification.
October 19: All orders for girl in-person delivery is due from Troops (online sales will
continue).
November 9-12: Delivery dates!
November 23: Online sale CLOSES. Girl rewards and troop incentives are accumulated until this day only.
November 28: ACH Payment on full amount owed by troop. Make sure funds are deposited by 11/26/18
as these withdrawals are pre-programmed into the system.
November 29: Troop Reward orders due. Please note that in order to qualify for Girl Rewards your troop
must be in good standing.
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PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT … SNORKELING WITH SCIENTISTS
Girl Scouts of Southeast Florida’s Manager of Outdoor Program, Gracyn Boss, alongside the Coral Restoration
Foundation, took a group of Girl Scouts out to John Pennekamp State Park in Key Largo. Girls learned
about the importance of coral, the role they can play in conservation, and the upcoming opportunity for
Girl Scouts to become SCUBA certified and aide in the restoration of our native reef system. Working with
the Coral Restoration Foundation, our Council has developed a badge progression to get girls out on the
reefs to truly become advocates for our own backyard.
Be sure to check the GSSEF activity calendar in the upcoming weeks for new outdoor programs that will
be popping up!

“My girls were
craving programs
like this… “ “Truly
a breath of fresh air.
Please clone Ms. Boss
so that we can keep
offering programs
that the GIRLS enjoy.”
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ADULT & LEADER HIGHLIGHTS

VTK: TIPS, TRICKS, AND SIPS
The Volunteer Toolkit (a.k.a. VTK) is a great tool for Troop Leaders.
However, like most volunteers, you have 1,000 things to do and getting
“into it” just doesn’t fit into your busy schedule. We get it!
Our VTK: Tips, Tricks, and Sips event is a nice, casual way to ease into
the VTK and have someone show you around, which will save you
time. We had great success and received so much positive feedback
from those who have attended these events, and we hope you will take advantage of this opportunity!
Click one of the links below for more information and to sign up:
Saturday, September 08 from 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. at the Broward Pop-up Shop
Saturday, September 15 from 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. at the Palm Beach Retail Store
Wednesday, September 26 from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. at the Broward Pop-up Shop
Have any questions? Contact Jodi Potter at jpotter@gssef.org or 561.427.0197.

TRAINING FOR FALL PRODUCT PROGRAM
COMING TO YOUR SERVICE UNIT
We are introducing a whole new system called UNIFY to make your Fall
Product Program a fantastic part of your troop’s leadership experience.
Not only does UNIFY bring together the delicious nuts and candy provided by Ashdon Farms with the magazines
and more that QSP offers, but we also use this system to record our coupon book sales. Leaders can now
empower the parents to enter their own orders. This way you, the troop leader, will only be managing and
making sure that the correct quantities were entered, and everything can be done from your mobile device!
Want to check it out? Go to your Fall Product Program training to get your password and join us in learning this
new and powerful tool that will make your Fall Product Program even better.
All online ordering can start as soon as you’ve completed the trainings. Paper orders for girl delivery start
on September 28. All final orders from leaders are due no later than October 20 (or the date your Service
Unit Manager tells you). The nut, candy and coupon book delivery weekend is set for November 9-12. Please
reach out to your Service Unit Fall Product Program Manager for details in your area.
Refer to our UNIFY Quick Reference guide for more details.
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ADULT & LEADER HIGHLIGHTS
FALL PRODUCT FINANCIAL INFORMATION
In order to place your troop’s Fall Product order, the troop’s current
banking information must be in our new UNIFY system and you must
have an ACH Authorization filed with GSSEF.
How do I do this?
If you are an EXPERIENCED TROOP who HAS NOT changed banks
since the cookie season, you are covered! Your banking info will be
updated from our Cookie Sale records, and your ACH Authorization
is already in our system.

•

• If you are an EXPERIENCED TROOP who HAS changed banks, troop number, address, etc... Please fill out
the ACH Authorization form with any new banking information for our files AND update your new Banking
information in the UNIFY system.

•

If you are a NEW TROOP you have to do two things in order to participate:

1 Go to the GSSEF website. Under “Forms & Documents” you will see the link to a form called “ACH
AUTHORIZATION FORM”. Follow this link to enter your banking information (you will need a photo of your
check for the last step). This form authorizes our Finance Department to do the automatic withdrawal
for payment directly from your troop’s bank account.

2 Go to UNIFY and follow the prompts to enter your banking information into their system as well. This
gives our Director of Product Sales access to your troop’s banking information so she can compile the
lists that the banks will use to collect payment for the Fall Product that your troop has ordered.
If you are not sure where to find these documents, contact your Service Unit Fall Product Sale Manager and
they will be happy to assist in setting up a successful Fall Product Program for your troop. Thank you for
your participation, we hope this year’s program will empower the girls in your troop to Speak up and Lead
the Way!

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER ESSENTIALS –
ONLINE VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION CLASSES
Take the first step in your leadership experience by getting informed about the policies and procedures of
Girl Scouts of Southeast Florida. This class covers key policies, procedures, and accountabilities, provides
information on setting up your bank account, and connects you with resources available to you as a new
leader. Any adult member or volunteer is invited to attend; however, this orientation training is required for
all new troop leaders.
The training is free to attend. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information
about joining the webinar.
Register now for Tuesday Aug 28 from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Additional volunteer training opportunities can be found on the GSSEF Events Calendar.
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REVISED GSSEF VOLUNTEER
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:
EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1
Council-specific Volunteer Policies and Procedures are a
part of Girl Scouts’ overall risk management and it works
in conjunction with other guiding policy documents
like the Volunteer Essentials Manual, Safety Activity
Checkpoints, and Blue Book of Basic Documents (all of
which can be found on our website). A formal review of
GSSEF Volunteer Policies and Procedures is conducted
every two years, with approval of the final document
by the Council’s Board of Directors. Teams of staff and
volunteers regularly review the Volunteer Policies and
Procedures in order to reflect changes in the State
and Federal laws, adapt to the needs of volunteers,
mitigate risk, and be proactive in our effort to keep
members safe. It is the responsibility of each volunteer
to read and understand the GSSEF Volunteer Policies
and Procedures. Volunteers are held responsible for
compliance with the policies and procedures, so understanding this document is very important.
The updated 2018 Policies and Procedures document may be found here.
For your reference, a summary of changes to the document may be found here.
Should you have any questions, please contact customercare@gssef.org and your inquiry will be routed to
your Volunteerism Manager for follow-up.
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MEMBERSHIP
CHANGES IN-STORE FOR FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE THIS FALL
Our Council strives to offer all girls the opportunity to be
a Girl Scout. In order to lessen the financial barriers that
may limit participation, we offer funds to assist those
who need it through our Financial Assistance system.
Keep in mind, the Council’s financial assistance is not
intended to be the primary funding source for members
or for our troops. Troops have the chance to take part in
the very best money-earning programs possible by getting involved in the annual Fall Product and Cookie Sale.
But we know that could still mean a shortfall for some families and that’s why we are committed to offering
the allocations. All applications are held confidentially by GSSEF and are never shared with third parties.
The availability and amount of financial assistance, as always, are subject to availability within the Council’s
current annual budget. This can change from year to year.
Coming up this fall, we are planning a new and easier way to request financial assistance. It will be offered
for girls who want a new one-year membership (for the 18-19 GSY), girls who need help with uniforms and
handbooks, and girls who wish to register for a Council program or a Service Unit Camporee/Ingathering. Also
new in fall 2018, financial assistance will be offered to adult volunteer members who want to take training.
This could include: Troop Camp Training (aka TCT), canoeing, archery, first aid/CPR, and enrichment opportunities.
Stay tuned into the bi-weekly Trefoil Talk and monthly Linking Leaders for upcoming details about how to apply.

NEW STEM BADGES NOW AVAILABLE
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MEMBERSHIP
GET READY FOR BACK TO TROOP
It’s that time of year when office supply stores are full
of parents and students buying notebooks, pens, and
crayons to prepare them for a new school year. Don’t
forget, besides new school supplies you’ll also need
all your Girl Scout gear, because your next Girl Scout
adventure is ready and waiting for you!
To help you get started, the GSSEF Retail Store and PopUp Shop are running a Back to Troop promotion.
Spend $75 or more on a single transaction beginning August 22 through October 17, 2018 and earn a $10
coupon. The coupon will be valid on one in-store purchase of $25 or more November 1 - 21, 2018.*
Online customers will be eligible to receive a $10 coupon code for each transaction totaling $75 or more
placed between August 22 and October 17, with the requirement that the $10 coupon be used November
1-21, 2018 on a qualifying minimum purchase of $25. The Coupon code will be sent to online customers after
October 17.
See stores for details. *Please Note: The $10 coupons given out at stores can only be used at the store that
issues the coupon. $10 coupon codes that are sent to customers who shop online can only be redeemed
online at www.girlscoutshop.com. Customers cannot use in-store coupons online and online coupon codes
cannot be used at the GSSEF retail stores.

GET BACK TO SCHOOL READY WITH
NEW ITEMS IN STORE!
Is your Troop ready for Back to School? Rock your Girl
Scout spirit in style this year with awesome new
products available NOW at the GSSEF retail stores. New
items include backpacks, shirts, socks, scarves, hair
accessories and more!
Questions? Contact Jodi Potter at 561.427.0197
or jpotter@gssef.org
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MEMBERSHIP
YOUR GIRL SCOUT ADVENTURE
BEGINS NOW!
You’ve taken that first step to become a Girl Scout. Now what? Visit either
of our retail stores in Palm Beach or Broward to get all of the essentials
you will need in a handy-dandy starter kit. You’ll have everything required
to dive right into this new adventure as a Girl Scout!
Learn how you can get a FREE bag with your purchase!

DON’T FORGET YOUR DAISY DOLLARS
Next time you shop at either of our Retail Stores be sure to pick up
a Daisy Dollars punch card. These nifty new additions are our way
of giving back to our frequent shoppers! For every $10 you spend
you will get a punch on the card (up to two punches per purchase,
per day) that will lead to $10 off in store for a fully punched card.
Restrictions apply, for use in store only.
Have questions? Contact: Jodi Potter at 561.427.0197 or
jpotter@gssef.org

OUR RETAIL STORES
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Palm Beach County Retail Store
1232 West Indiantown Road Suite 105
Jupiter Fl 33458
Phone: 561.427.0197
councilshop@gssef.org

Hours:
Monday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Tuesday: 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Wednesday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
1st and 3rd Saturdays: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Store will be open every Saturday
in September and October
Closed Friday and Sunday
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Shop –
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Da Broward County
7403 NW 57th Street
Tamarac, FL 33321
Phone: 954.739.7661
councilshop@gssef.org
Hours:
Monday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Tuesday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Wednesday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
1st and 3rd Saturdays: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Store will be open every Saturday
in September and October
Closed Friday and Sunday
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